Surgery Opening Hours

Mon-Fri 8.30 am—6.45 pm, Sat 8.45 am—12.00

/——ﬁ.\ Totton Surgery
MIDFOREST
Ugfﬁ??ﬂ(lify practwe Lyndhurst Surgery

Mon-Fri 8.30 am—6.00 pm, Sat 8.45 am—12.00

Newsletter

Caring for all your pet's needs

January 2010

Microchip Month
January 2010

Have your pet ‘Tracer’ micro-chipped
FOR ONLY £10
Please book your appointment
with a nurse at
Totton 023 8066 0400
Lyndhurst 023 8028 2358

“"Hello, is that the vets? I've found a
stray cat”.

here are always mixed reac-
tions to this type of tele-
’ phone call. Sadness that yet an-

" many homeless that already exist
2 (those that the staff cannot take
home) and also hope, that if they bring the cat in to us
we may find that it is microchipped.

However, in this case, which is still unfortunately in the
minority, when we scanned the back of the neck of this
handsome ginger and white cat, we did indeed read a chip!
After that it was just a matter of ringing the Tracer mi-
crochip helpline, telling them the unique microchip num-
ber and being given the name and address of the owner.
Upon ringing the owner it transpired that this cat, called
Tiverton, had actually been missing from Andover for 7
weeks and 2 days. Tiverton's owners were here within a
couple of hours and, as you can imagine, were over joyed
at being reunited with their beloved cat, who they
thought they would never see again.

This is a wonderful story and we hope it shows the value
of a small, and inexpensive microchip. Please don't think
twice about having your dog or cat microchipped—it could
be the difference between seeing your wandering pet
again or not.
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v Staff News v
v Congratulations to Becky Pollard, re- v
v ceptionist at Totton, and her husband v
v Mark on the safe arrival of baby Ruby v
: on Sunday 3rd January. Both Mum and :
M baby are doing well. M
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¢aring for your rabbit in cold weathe,,
Make sure your rabbit has plenty of bedding.
Check water twice daily and break ice if neces-
sary.
Pr(?{ect hutch from draughts, wind and rain.
Feed lots of hay as well as concentrated food.
Check rabbit daily for lethargy,
weight loss or other signs of ‘
illness.
!f you want to b.ring your rabbit ' - i
inside for the winter, please re-
member that it cannot go out- =
side again until spring ?ime and *.!:';{ﬁiq.‘ﬁz-t
warmer weather.
Do you have a podgy pooch or a
massive moggy?
Have they over indulged this Christmas? If so
then join our weigh in club. Our qualified nurses
will assess and give you advice on weight loss
for your pet. You will also re- ‘ g
ceive an information pack com-
plete with weight chart so we
can plot their progress. Phone
one of our surgeries for more
information.
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Rabbit and Guinea Pig Owners- Guide to Dangerous Plants

Small animals do not always instinctively avoid poisonous plants, always be very careful to identify any
plants before feeding them to your pet or allowing them access to them when running free.

Many harmful plants can be similar in appearance to those that are safe to feed.

If you suspect that poisoning may have occurred it is essential to contact the veterinary practice for ad-
vice as soon as possible.

Poisonous wildflowers/plants include:- Poisonous wildflowers/plants include:-
Morning Glory Delphinium Hellebore Buttercups
Philodendron Jerusalem Cherry Fools parsley Ragwort
Rhododendron Hyacinths Leyland Cypress Figwort

Clematis Yew St. Johns Wort Woody Nightshade
Lily of the Valley Laburnum Mistletoe Deadly Nightshade
Lupins Lords and Ladies Meadow Saffron Poppies
Chrysanthemums Ivy Marsh Marigold Anemone

Iris Wisteria Monkshood Azalea
Antirrhinums Holly Kingcup Bittersweet
Lobelia Most evergreen trees Spurges Cyclamen

Juniper Hemlock Dog Mercury
Privet Daffodils Bryony

Fig Foxglove Caladium

Dahlias Bluebells Columbine

First Aid for your Dog

Here are a few tips for how to deal with emergencies while out walking with

your dog:

. Always carry your mobile phone and have your vet's number programmed @
in. Even out of hours, you will be able to speak to someone who can give
you urgent advice should your dog become ill or injured.

. Any cuts that cause bleeding should have pressure applied with a clean cloth or, in a pinch, cloth-
ing. If you have access to clean running water, flushing the wound will help remove dirt and bacte-
ria that can lead to infection. Avoid using creams and ointment until veterinary advice has been
sought. All but the smallest cuts should be seen by your vet to ensure there is no damage under
the skin and to determine if sutures are necessary.

. Should an adder bite your dog, veterinary attention must be sought straight away. Use the mobile
phone you are carrying to alert your vet that you are on the way. In the meantime, your dog
should have its movement restricted and be carried if at all possible. If you live in an adder prone
area, it is worthwhile carrying an antihistamine tablet to give straight after the bite. These can be
used for insect stings too, so your vet would be happy to advise you on a suitable product.

. Heat exhaustion can happen to any dog even on only a mildly warm day. This condition can cause
your dog'’s core body temperature to become very high, leading to collapse and, in severe cases,
even death. Dogs with long, thick hair or short noses are particularly susceptible. On warm days
keep a close eye on your dog and stop well before they become tired. Should your dog become
overheated, pour cool water over them especially on the pads and head, and wet the tongue. Call
the vet, and avoid making your dog walk home or back to the car—carry them if possible.

. Consider carrying a walking first aid kit. This should contain a tick hook, tweezers (for thorns), anti-
histamine tablets, your mobile phone, a collapsible water dish, energy/granola bars, an emergency
whistle and a bottle of clean water.




