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Newsletter Caring for all your pets needs

'What to do if you are experiencing problems with your pets behaviour. |

| Behaviour problems in our pets occur for a variety of reasons. There are a huge range of behaviour problems
||n dogs, including aggression towards people or other dogs, inappropriate chase behaviours, separation re-|
:lated issues, fearful or phobic behaviours, attention seeking behaviours, travelling difficulties, housetraining or
|genera| training problems. If you want overcome your pets behaviour problems it is essential that you get help:
from a qualified and experienced behaviourist as the wrong advice can sometimes exacerbate the problem. !
: The first step, whatever the behaviour problem, is to seek guidance from your vet. This is because some be-|
| havioural problems can be caused by medical conditions or illnesses, so it is essential to rule out this possibil-:
iity Once this has been established, ask your vet to refer you to a reputable behaviourist. You will need a per-I
:sonal consultation with the behaviourist to accurately diagnose the problem and recommend a modlflcat|0n|
| plan for you to follow.

ISarah Matthews is a local dog behaviourist, trainer and puppy school tutor. Whilst studying |
- Animal Science at Nottingham University, Sarah developed a keen interest in canine be-

| haviour and set her sights on gaining a formal qualification in this subject to complement

- her practical experience. This was achieved in 2003 when she gained the post graduate

! Diploma in Companion Animal Behaviour Counselling from Southampton University. She

i has since gone on to complete her Masters degree in this subject. Sarah is a provisional

- member of the Association of Pet Behaviour Counsellors and works closely with rescue

| organisations offering behavioural and training advice. You can contact Sarah directly on

i 01794 323908, email sarah@4leggedfriend.co.uk or ask at reception for further details.

|
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e Attention All Pet Owners s

¥¢ | would like to draw attention to two new hazards that have recently come to light. The first is electric pa- pAg

¢ per shredders. It is a sign of the times that these machines are becoming a household item in the bid to ¥~
prevent identity theft but they hold an unexpected danger. Whether it is out of simple curiosity or perhaps

e because food wrappers have been shredded in the machine, dogs seem to be tempted to lick the en- e
trance slot and poke their tongues in. If the machine has been left in automatic mode, the tongue triggers
the paper feed mechanism and pulls the tongue into the shredding blades with very serious conse-

Y quences. The power of the machines is such that the dog is unable to pull its tongue out resulting in the ¢
total loss of the tongue. I|deally keep paper shredders off the ground and never leave them switched on

A at the mains. The thought occurs that children might be at risk in a similar way. The second ‘new’ hazard A
is brands of chewing gum containing Xylitol. Xylitol is an artificial sweetener which has the unfortunate
effect of stimulating a massive insulin release if eaten by a dog. The sudden surge of natural insulin in

Y= the body has the same effect as an insulin injection and causes a ‘hypo’ where the blood glucose falls to ¥'¢

S very dangerous levels and tragically there have been some fatalities from this form of poisoning. S
i James Elliott BVet Med Cert VR MRCVS i
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Our own 24 hour emergency service. Just ring 023 8028 2358

% www. midforestvets co. uk i ‘




FINDING THE RIGHT RESCUE DOG FOR YOU?

How wonderful to re-home a dog from a responsible rescue centre, it is very rewarding indeed! The vast major-
ity of dogs are perfectly re-homeable and the national success rate is very high. Whilst there may be issues
needing care, these should be covered during the adoption process so that you, the adopter fully understand

what you are taking on and most importantly, how to integrate a rescue dog into your family and lifestyle.
However, you must be sure to ask as many questions as you possibly can and be fully satisfied with the an-

swers before agreeing to take a dog into your home.

The Rescue Centre should be able to provide answers to most of these kinds of questions!

1. Does the centre provide for the dogs’ physical & psychological needs?

2. Can you see warm/cool kennels with comfortable bedding, toys & excellent hygiene?

3. Have dog kennels got indoor space & free access to outdoor runs — at all times?

4. Are all dogs walked daily & have free running in exercise pens?

5. Dogs should be temperament tested & assessed by knowledgeable staff?

6. Do the Rescue organisation rehabilitate & retrain the dogs?

7. Do all dogs have basic manners taught?

8. Is there a FULL history on the dog?

9. If a stray, what has the centres assessment shown with regard to temperament & sociability?

10.Has the dog displayed or is there any known evidence of the dog being aggressive towards other dogs,
adults or children?

11.Do they fully vaccinate, micro-chip, neuter & health check each dog?

12.Do they socialise dogs together where possible?

13.Do they use equipment to retrain dogs eg., headcollars, harnesses, muzzles etc?

14.Do they offer advice for any problems that may arise when new in your home?

15. Do they ask you to get to know the dog by several visits, prior to adoption?

16. Do they insist that your existing dog is happy with the new dog and all the other members of your
family?

17. Are you asked a lot of questions about dog ownership and your lifestyle?

You also need to know ....

. How old is the dog?
. How many homes has the dog previously had?
. What was the age bracket of the previous owners?
. Why is the dog being re-homed?
. What was its’ former lifestyle? (This may be so very different to yours.)
. Has it come directly from a residential home?
. Does it really get on well with cats and or children?
. How does it walk on-lead? (The only true way to find out is to lead walk it!)
. Will my family be able to exercise the dog or could it be too strong to walk with?
10.Is the dog currently receiving any form of medication and if so, for what and for how long?
11.Will T have to carry on with any medication?
12.What training and or commands has the dog received and/or responds to? Best way to find out is to test
the dog!
13.Is this really a family dog or one man dog for life?

VLoONOTULTA,WNE

If you have any doubts, walk away .....

Barry & Chrissy Gough MIACE, Members APDT, PAACT
Cara Dog Training

Labrador rescue Trust Helpers

01590 683 529 * 07966 409 562

Email: caratraining@ic24.net

www.caradogtraining.com

www.labrescue.homestead.com




